ACT

Amelia Community Theatre Presents

by Jones Hope Wooten

August 8th-23rd, 2025

\(

Y,
Production Sponsors N
June Burks
Revelation Design
The Claudia Watts Team )




209 Cedar Street, Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034
(904) 261-6749 and info(@AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org

ACT was chartered by the State of Florida in 1981 as a not-for-profit corporation.

Auditions and memberships are open to all.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
“To enhance the quality of life of our local (and extended) community by providing excellent,

innovative theatrical and artistic experiences through presentation and education.”

2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT ..ot Nicole Perrella

VICE PRESIDENT .ottt Joe Zaccaro

SECRETARY e Bruce Gruber

TREASURER ..o, Scott Bobeck
DIRECTORS

Renée LaCroix « Elizabeth Sawyer « Garland “Trey” Stafford « Peggy Strickland
Jayme Taylor « Missy Tremblay « Shea Zaccaro
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THE SWEET DELILAH SWIM CLUB
is produced by special arrangement
with Broadway Licensing, LLC,
servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection
(www.dramatists.com).

Any video or audio recording of this performance is strictly prohibited.

_ JAmelia Gentle
DENTISTRY



http://ameliagentledentistry.com/

We are Grateful to Our Production Sponsors
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June Burks

“Remembering all of our dear old friends”
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http://revelation.design
https://www.onesothebysrealty.com/realestate/agent/the-claudia-watts-team/

Notes From The Director...
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Welcome to The Sweet Delilah Swim Club, a heartwarming comedy that celebrates
friendship, resilience, and the enduring bonds formed in the most unexpected places. As
a director, my goal has been to bring to life the warmth, humor, and genuine connection
among these five women, each with their own stories and quirks, united by their annual
getaway at the Sweet Delilah.

This play is set in the intimacy of a small beachside cottage, where five women—Sheree,
Lexi, Dinah, Jeri Neal, and Vernadette—gather one weekend every summer for their
cherished retreat. Through a series of hilarious and heartfelt scenes, we witness their
evolving relationships, personal struggles, and moments of revelation that resonate long
after the curtain falls. |t’s a story about the importance of friendship and the ways in
which women support and uplift each other through life’s many challenges.

Visually, | wanted to create a warm, inviting space that evokes the nostalgic charm of a
seaside retreat. The set design reflects the simplicity and comfort of the cottage, with
vibrant colors and beach-themed accents that evoke a sense of escape and relaxation.
Lighting plays a crucial role in highlighting the intimacy of these moments, shifting from
bright daytime scenes to more reflective, subdued evening conversations.

Casting was integral to capturing the humor and depth of each character. The
women’s personalities—ranging from the spirited and humorous, to the reflective and
nurturing—are essential to the play’s dynamic. My approach was to encourage authentic
performances that showcase each character’s unique voice, allowing their bonds to feel
genuine and relatable.

In rehearsals, | emphasized the importance of timing and physicality to enhance the
comedy, while also allowing space for the emotional beats that give the play its heart.
The rhythm of the scenes flows naturally when the actors listen and respond sincerely,
creating moments of genuine connection that invite the audience into their world.

Ultimately, this production aims to remind audiences of the enduring power of friendship
and the importance of taking time for oneself and others. It celebrates the simple joys
found in shared experiences. | hope viewers leave feeling inspired, uplifted, and reminded
of the value of community and camaraderie.

Thank you Forjoining us in this journey. | am grateful to share this story with you and
hope you enjoy the show as much as we enjoyed creating it.

Joseph Stearman, Director



Cast of Characters
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Sheree Hollinger......uninicinicinicccisscssssssaeenes Jen DeGroff
Dinah Grayson.....iininiiismssssssssssssess Starr Duvall
Lexie RiChards.......ceceieieeernirneeeccenensssssssssssssessssesessssssssssssssssssssssens Jennifer Jaress
Jeri Neal McFeeley...iinicnicninicninciscicsicsissnessssenes Jayme Taylor
Vernadette SIMmMS .. ecernrnccenreencennsnseenssnssessssssssssssnsnssessssnsns Martha McDowell
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Production Team
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DIrCEON cauereeeeecrtecteecteecteeceeeraeesaeesaeesaeesseessesssesssesssesssesssesssessaesssessasssasssaensaensasnns Joseph Stearman
DireCtor MeNtor ...ttt res e seeseeseesaesaessessessessessesseesaesassnessannens Linda McClane
TeChNICAl DIr@COr cuuiueeeeeeeeeeceeceececeeenesseeseeseeseeseesaessessessessessessessesseesaesaesassnens Brett Burnette
St DESIGN ettt b bbb Jim Tipton
Stage Manager ...t s s Nicole Perrella
Assistant Stage Manager ...ttt Jason Taylor
CoStUME Chief ...ttt ceeteceesaesseesaesaeesaesseessessesssessessaessensasnnas Missy Tremblay
COStUME CreWi.uuniiceeeeeceecrecreseecsesnesssesssesssessesssesssesssessseenns Vicki Gibson, Peggy Strickland,
Isabelle Bournigault

Stage & Props Crew ....ecrcineetninneteieseseesesnesesnnene Peggy Strickland, Barbara Grass,
Megan Davis, Rob Davis, Terri Witkosky

Set Dressing, Props and Wigs.........c.cuerereinieerctciieenctcieeesenesneesesesnssesesenens Allen Morton
Board Operator ...ttt ans Scott Bobeck
Set ConStruction ....ucceeceeceereeceereeseeereensesssessesseennes Jamie Morrill, Gary Broom, Steve Powers,

Gary Brunt, Wayne Tamme, Dean Koepp,
Jason Taylor, Jayme Taylor, Bill Bowler

Painting Crew ...ttt Anne Foos, Jayne Jeney, Peggy Strickland,

Missy Tremblay, Terri Witkosky
Production SUPpOrt.....ccvieeerctctiecscttsesctetnsesesessenaes Joe Zaccaro, Elizabeth Sawyer
Board LiaiSon... . iceeeeceeeecececcececctecteseeceeseecesseesseeseesaesseessessaesaessaesaesseesnessasnens Nicole Perrella
Special Thanks ...ttt Brandily Olyphant
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https://www.debcunninghamyoga.com/

Cast Bios
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Jen DeGroff (Sheree Hollinger)

Jen is thrilled to be in her first ACT production with an incredibly talented
and supportive director, cast, and crew. Jen retired from her role as Deputy
Chief of Staff with the Indiana State Senate and moved to Amelia Island
three years ago with her husband, Dave. As a group exercise instructor,
Jen shares Sheree’s passion for health and fitness. She is happy to help
bring to life the heart and humor of strong female friendships.

Starr Duvall (Dinah Grayson)

Starr is fulfilling her acting dreams as a first timer on the ACT stage! Starr
has loved the outpouring of support, the faith the director has had in the
newcomers, and the amazing friendships formed. Starr is most grateful for
her husband, Kevin, and daughter Keegan who, without complaint, have
had to fend for themselves during rehearsals and performances. Starr
sends a special shout out to her parents, in-laws, sister, and friends who
traveled to see her acting debut!

Jennifer Jaress (Lexie Richards)

Jennifer (“JJ”) is elated to be a part of another ACT production and
delighted to be back on stage. She has been a part of the theatre
community, in various theatres, for over thirty years. This is Jennifer's fifth
production here at ACT, and she is thrilled to be working on this beautiful
show with such a closely knit cast and crew. Big shout out to her husband
and daughters for their unconditional love and support!

compadass

SELF STORAGE

HANDS4HEARTS
Free CPR and AED training
www.hands4hearts.org
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https://www.compassselfstorage.com/self-storage/fl/fernandina-beach/bailey-rd/
http://www.hands4hearts.org
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Jayme Taylor (Jeri Neal McFeeley)

Jayme is overjoyed to be back on the ACT stage! While her last
performance was in Radium Girls, Jayme supports ACT in so many ways
including as part of the ACTed team and the ACT Board of Directors.
Jayme has loved getting to know this wonderful cast of women and to
work with Joseph as a director. Jayme is especially grateful for her family
and friends who have helped her juggle everything she chooses to do at
once!

Martha McDowell (Vernadette Simms)

Martha was seen on the ACT stage as Aida in Over the River and Through
the Woods and played Mykayla in Return to Sunset Village (AMP). Twenty-
five years of Waldorf class teaching gave Martha most of her theater
experience, by writing, directing and producing two annual performances
with grades 1-8. Martha is a Restorative Yoga/Meditation teacher, Reiki
Energy Practitioner, and owner of Chrysalis Healing in Fernandina Beach.
She loves her garden, sourdough baking, raising butterflies & especially
her fabulous grandchildren.
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http://ameliahomeexperts.com
https://8flagschiropractic.com/

Production Staff Bios

Joseph Stearman (Director)

Joseph is delighted to make his directorial debut here at ACT and grateful to
be leading such a talented cast and crew. Joseph has been seen in many ACT
productions, including Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap, One Man Two Guvnors,
and Ken Ludwig’s Baskerville to name a few. Joseph is especially grateful to his
wife Lisa, a.k.a. “Tall Girl”, and for his long walks on Centre Street before each
rehearsal. Joseph is also still shooting for that dream of opening a hotel for
homeless puppies.

Nicole Perrella (Stage Manager)

Nicole is excited to be a part of this production and to support such a brilliant
director and cast. As President of the ACT Board of Directors, Nicole is always
humbled and amazed at the talent, dedication, and pure joy our community
brings to the stage. Discovering Amelia Island and her ACT family is something
that she will forever be grateful. Nicole is most thankful for her husband Scott
who is the best partner ever.

Jason Taylor (Assistant Stage Manager)

Jason is making his debut as Assistant Stage Manager in this terrific production.
Jason was last seen on the stage playing several roles in Singin’ in the Rain and
has also supported productions as a sound technician and backstage crew. Jason
is so appreciative for what ACT brings to the area, and that he and his family
can spend time together being a part of such a wonderful community theatre.

N/
Story&Song EIE;IST iECFELEUEE

. Hmn mdﬁmwf‘trh org * 14 30 Park Avenue * (904) 601-2188



http://storyandsongarts.org
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We thank the following businesses and individuals
who so graciously helped us to present...

o Allen Morton + Launch Printing & Promotions
» Amelia Awards and Signs « Mouth of Amelia
« Breakable Hearts LLC + News-Leader

« The Tom Nehl Fund of the

Community Foundation for
« Fernandina Observer Northeast Florida

+ Eagleye Printing, Framing & More

« Hands4Hearts « The Yulee News

YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS.

NCOURSON
NG &STAM LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Lindsay Corigliano, CPA 904.261.7803 « Fax 904.261.1011

2398 Sadler Road
Lindsay@coursonstam,com  Fernandina Beach, FL 32034



https://www.coursonstam.com/

Thank You SEASON 44 Donors

IN MEMORIAM

Capt. George "Pat” Beamer
Caroline Wyatt

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE ($5,000+)

Gigi Feazell

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($2,500-$4,999)

Nancy Bartmess and Richard Burroughs

STAR ($1,500-$2,499)

Robert H. Lacey Il
Rae and Bill Scott
Dr. Peggy R. Strickland

SUSTAINER ($700-5%1,499)

Scott Bobeck and Nicole Perrella Jayne Jeney
Jan Cote-Merow Alice and Joel Payne
Jess and Sharon Elliott Tim and Lynn Pistell
Marcia Foshee-Duffy Cynthia Zarsky Advised Fund

BENEFACTOR ($300-$699)

Mickey and Pam Baity Linda and Matt Godek
Susan Balée and Jonathan Arac Stephen and Susan Kaye
Roger and Debra Bell Susan Martin & Bob Dudiak
Paul & Carol Condit Fran and Clyde Morris
Cornish Family Fund of Eileen Murphy
Greater Cincinnati Foundation David & Linda Rogers

PROMOTER ($150-$299)

Lee Ann Bailey Linda and John McClane
Linda and John Chastine Carl and Llona Meaux
Devin Clevenger Theresa Miller
Edward Connell and Karla Rosengren Jane Sandhaus-Packer & Jeff Packer
Bill Flynn Jack and Marilyn Perkins
Al and Judy Goldsmith Debbie and Ron Price
Isle of Eight Flags Shrimp Fest Inc. Marybeth and Phillip Tita
Elizabeth and Peter Kontio Louis and Joyce Tonti
Ronald J. and Susan J. Kosciulek Wendy Turner & Kimberley Pollock
Renée LaCroix & Mark O’Day Thank you for the Educational Department

ANGEL ($75-%149)

John and Debbie Abbott Sue & Don Hughes
Dan & Krissi Bar Ashley and Mary Hurt
Tom and lrene Basore Ferris and Rosa Jones
Joanne E. Blalock Judy Levers
Sheila J. Bradley Elizabeth Osta and Dave VanArsdale
Ursula Childs Robin and Jeff Pullen
Rae Clauser Jaye R. Roseborough
Sherlyn Crandall Esther Schindler
Suzanne D. Dixon Margaret and John Tassey
Donna and Nigel Glover Deborah Wasdin
Barbara A. Grass Sue Weiner
Jim and Vicki Grethe David H. Wilcox and Victoria Zeldin

Bill & Pam Harper

PATRON ($50-$74)

David Boes Arthur Nichols
Ron and Amie Brockway Scott Pillsbury
Julia Burch Mary Ruark
Amelia Landino Philip Tremblay
Randall Moore Sherilyn VanOrden
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Volunteer of the Year, 2024-25
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Bruce Gruber

Bruce Gruber is a loyal, hardworking, and dedicated volunteer who
is involved in many aspects of our theatre. He knows ACT from
every view: acting, leadership roles, recruiting new volunteers,
rewriting our by-laws, play reading for new season selection, long
range planning, ushering, and even parking cars.

Bruce has very high standards for himself and the work he produces
for our theatre. He is a mature and sage voice of reason whom other
volunteers look up to, listen to, and respect. The role of mentor
comes naturally to Bruce, and he has given guidance and served as

a role model to many in a variety of roles.

Bruce worked tirelessly on our volunteer recruitment program. Originally, he was handed a large
and rambling mass of names on an ancient mailing list and he never felt overwhelmed or defeated by
the massive project. He recently handed over a well-thought-out, developed, and finished volunteer
recruitment and tracking program. Bruce also calls prospective volunteers who have expressed
an interest in our theatre. His enthusiasm, warmth, and graciousness has turned many potential
volunteers into new members of our volunteer family.

Bruce promotes ACT in our community including the Men’s Newcomer Club, the Council on Aging,
and various bridge groups where his persuasive, fun personality has single-handedly sold many tickets
to our performances — especially shows he’s in! You may have seen him onstage in the past year with

roles in Billy Elliot: The Musical and Into the Breeches!.

The epitome of a dependable volunteer, Bruce consistently produces excellent results drawing on
his life experience in business and his long-time love for community theatre. As secretary to the
ACT board, he works to insure the continued smooth running of board business. He also oversees
the implementation of our long-range plan, and chaired the momentous task of by-laws revision to
create our current by-laws that now reflect ACT’s purpose and operations.

Bruce’s wisdom, kindness, ethical standards, and stalwart stewardship helped ACT thrive during our
43rd season. Each and every day, he remains easy going and kind to all who volunteer alongside him.
We think Bruce is the gold standard bearer for these traits in a volunteer, and we are all enriched by

his presence at ACT. We are proud to honor Bruce Gruber as ACT Volunteer of the Year!
"
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The Musical
OCTOBER 2025 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025 FEBRUARY 2026

AND THEN
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APRIL 2026 JUNE 2026 AUGUST 2026

Amelia Island is Your Theatre Destination. Our premier community theatre brings
people together to share fun and moving stories we know you will enjoy. It’s a warm
and welcoming environment where you can be a part of a dynamic and friendly
community. Our mission is to bring the world of theatre to this beautiful location with
unique, high-quality productions that are simply outstanding. We believe this season
we have something for everyone, from big Broadway musicals, to hysterical comedies,
to the classic murder mystery. It's a dynamic season you won't want to miss!

TICKETS:

AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org/main—stage



http://ameliacommunitytheatre.org/main-stage

