
River City Theatre
Betsy Lovett Hall, The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

1100 Stockton St. Jacksonville, FL 32204

Copyright © 2025 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



proudly presents

THE BEST CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT EVER

by Barbara Robinson

Director
Stephen Billy

Assistant Director
Ava DeVore

Music Director
Ryan Ashley

Please note: There will be flashing lights and
loud sound effects used throughout the performance.

This production does not include an intermission.

***RECORDING THIS PRODUCTION, INCLUDING VIDEO, AUDIO, AND/OR OTHER
ELECTRONIC RECORDING, AND DISTRIBUTING SUCH RECORDINGS, AND/OR

LIVESTREAMING OF THIS PRODUCTION, IN ANY MEDIUM OR PLATFORM,
INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED***

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is presented by arrangement with Concord
Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com

We thank our Lead Producers Circle, including

https://www.concordtheatricals.com/
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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Season’s Greetings!

Welcome to River City Theatre’s production of The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever. Every so often, a story reminds us why we gather in theatres—to
laugh, to feel, and to rediscover what truly matters. Barbara Robinson’s
beloved holiday classic has delighted audiences for generations, not
because of perfect pageants or polished halos, but because it celebrates
the messy, beautiful humanity that binds us all. At its heart, this story is
about love, acceptance, and community.

It reminds us that grace often arrives in unexpected forms—sometimes
loud, sometimes barefoot, sometimes late to rehearsal—and that the true
miracle of Christmas isn’t found in flawless performances but in open
hearts. As the Herdmans stumble their way toward Bethlehem, they
reveal something profoundly simple and deeply true: everyone deserves a
place in the story. That’s a message worth celebrating—onstage, in our
families, and in our neighborhoods.

Thank you for joining River City Theatre this season. May this production
fill you with laughter, warmth, and the joy of seeing the familiar made
new again.

Stephen Billy
Executive Artistic Director, River City Theatre

YOU'RE INVITED TO SAVE THE DATE

Don't wait—mark your calendar for RCT's next production today!

The 2026 Summer Musical will take place in Betsy Lovett Hall
over a two-week run (Thursday through Sunday) with

8 shows total on the following dates:
June 18th–21st, 2026 (Week 1)
June 25th–28th, 2026 (Week 2)



MEET THE TEAM

To learn more about how you can be a part of the River City Theatre family,
or to discuss corporate, foundation, or government sponsorship opportunities,

please reach out to stephen.billy@rivercitytheatre.com.



MEET THE TEAM

About River City Theatre



OUR GENEROUS DONORS

River City Theatre is committed to preserving theatre as an art form and serving
OUR community. Through the generosity of individuals and organizations, we are

able to continue creating theatre magic.

2025 Season Donors
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